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SPAWN CREATED BY 
TODD McFARLANE 


PREVIOUSLY IN SPAWN 


Spawn goes on a killing spree looking for the people who are responsible for Cyan’s drug 
addiction. But he realizes he cannot fight alone and enlists the help of his ‘friend’ Earl. Al 
tells Earl the job he wants him to do pays well and because Earl needs money to take care 
of his ill mother, he takes it. After Earl takes his van to pick up a mysterious package for Al, 
he meets him at a large warehouse where one of the big drug lords resides. Spawn tells 
Earl to run as fast as he can away from the van and Spawn detonates explosives which 
not only blow up the van, but most of the contents of the warehouse as well. Meanwhile, 
Terry goes to visit Cyan who’s still in a treatment center. She tells Terry to tell Al that she 
has the answer to the question he had asked her. Later, Terry gets a call from his boss who 
tells him the ‘body count’ of drug dealers is skyrocketing and is approached by a man in 
black suit who takes him into police custody. 
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UNLESS YOU'RE 
BUDDIES WITH 
OWNER. 


ia 





AND 
BECAUSE OF 
YOU I'VE GOT 

NO RIDE. YOU’RE 
PAYING FOR 


JUST 
WANTED TO 
TELL YOU 
SOMETHING. 


DON'T NEED 
TO HEAR IT. I TOLD 
YOU... I’M OUT. I’M 
NOT DOING ANY 
MORE OF YOUR 
BULLSHIT.* 

















YOU TO 
KNOW THAT 


= YOU HELPED 


PEOPLE 
LAST MOST OF 
NIGHT. THEM YOUNG 
KIDS. THE 
KIND NOBODY 
GIVES A CRAP 





I ALSO 
UNDERSTAND 
YOU DON’T 
WANT TO BE 
BOTHERED. 











SO, HERE’S 
SOMETHING TO 
TAKE CARE OF 
YOUR RIDE. YOU 

SHOULD BE ABLE 

TO GET AN 

UPGRADE. 





PEOPLE 
WITH THIS 
KIND OF CASH 
I DON’T NEED 
IN MY LIFE. 


GODDAMN! 
WHY YOU 

FOLLOWING ME? I DON’T 
WANT YOUR BUSINESS. 
DON’T KNOW WHO YOU ARE 
OR WHAT YOU'RE ABOUT. 
AND THAT NEARLY GOT 

ME KILLED. 


BUT IT DIDN'T. 
JUST LIKE WHEN 
WE WERE MILITARY... 
SOMETIMES YOU GOTTA 


YOU'RE THE GOOD 
GUYS. YOU KNOW THAT. 
YOU FOLLOWED 
ORDERS TOO. 


BUT 
THIS WAR I’M 








Ab 


WHAT ARE 
YOU INTO, AL? 
CONVINCE ME. GIVE 
ME SOMETHING THAT 
SAYS I SHOULDN'T 
TELL THE COPS 
EVERYTHING ABOUT 
LAST NIGHT. 





























I’M KEEPING 
A PROMISE. AND 
FOLLOWING A PLAN. TRYING 
TO HELP A GIRL OUT AND A 
MILLION OTHERS LIKE HER 
THAT GET TAKEN ADVANTAGE 
OF EVERY DAY AROUND 
THIS PLANET. 


THERE’S EVIL 
SHIT OUT THERE. 
TONS OF IT! AND 

I CAN DO SOMETHING 
TO STOP IT. BUT NOT 
SOLO. 


SO, WHAT 
AM I DOING? 
I'M TRYING 


A DIFFERENCE. 
THOUGHT 
YOU'D BE 
INTERESTED 





THE MONEY. 
IT’S ALL 


OR GIVE 
IT AWAY. I DON'T 
CARE. DO WHAT 

YOU WANT. aT cor te 


HELP LAST 











INTELLIGENCE BEFORE 
MAKING THEIR NEXT MOVE. 


‘ w | EARLS A GOOD MAN. AND SMART MEN: 
\ _| BUT EVEN GOOD MEN HARD-CORE, BATTLE 
= NEED TO EAT. SCARRED VETS LIKE EARL, 
THEY TRY GATHERING 





YOU'RE 
NOT SUPPOSED 
TO FEED THE 
DUCKS. IT’S 
ILLEGAL. 


SO’ 

THE ‘OFFER’ 
YOU’RE 
ABOUT TO 
MAKE. 


STILL, 
YOU'RE EXPECTING I’M ONLY 
ME TO INVEST IN YOUR \ EXPECTING WHAT 
COMPANY. PUTTING YOUR PEOPLE 
A SIZEABLE CHUNK SAID THEY WERE 
OF MY PORTFOLIO LOOKING FOR. 
AT RISK. YOUR CONTACT IN 
BOSNIA HUNTED 
ME DOWN. 


> 
AND YOU WERE MORE fe 2 
THAN WILLING TO LISTEN. . k\ \ NO. THEY 
DID ANY OF THEM GIVE | \ JUST SAID 
YOU MY NAME? i ( : FOR ME TO BE 
: HERE. SOMEONE 
WOULD MEET 
ME. 





YOU AND YOUR 
CONSORTIUM BUY A 
CONTROLLING INTEREST IN OUR 
COMPANY OVER THE NEXT THREE 
YEARS. WE MUTUALLY AGREE TO ALL 
BOARD MEMBERS AND EACH TRANCHE 
PAYMENT IS AT A TEN PERCENT 
PREMIUM OF CURRENT MARKET 
VALUES. 


SO... TELL 
ME YOUR 
UNDERSTANDING 
OF YOUR 
‘OFFER.’ 


OUR TOP 
EXECUTIVES 
ARE RETAINED FOR 
TWO MORE YEARS 
PAST THE FINAL 
BUYOUT WITH 
SIGNIFICANT PAY- 
OUTS IF ANY EARLY 
TERMINATIONS 
OCCUR. 


YES. 
DOES THAT 
MEET YOUR 
EXPECTA- J] 

TIONS? 4 


THOSE WERE 
THE NEGOTIATED TERMS. 
BUT THEY SAID YOU HAD A 
FEW MINOR ADJUSTMENTS 
YOU NEEDED TO MAKE 
BEFORE SIGNING THESE 
CONTRACTS. HENCE THE 
REASON WE’RE HERE 
I’M ASSUMING. 





HERE ARE 
MY ‘ADJUSTMENTS.’ 

A CASH DEPOSIT WILL 
BE MADE TO EACH OF 
YOUR EXECUTIVES. EIGHTY 
PERCENT OF THAT MONEY 
WILL THEN BE USED TO BUY 
STOCKS IN THE COMPANIES 
WE TELL YOU. THEN IN THE 
FUTURE, WHEN WE TELL YOU, 
YOU'LL SELL THOSE STOCKS 
AND RETURN ALL 
PROFITS TO US THROUGH 
A SOPHISTICATED 
METHOD WE'LL 
TEACH YOU. 


IN RETURN 
WE ACQUIRE 
YOUR COMPANY, 
WHICH HAS BEEN IN 
DESPERATE NEED OF A 

CASH INFUSION, FOR 
A VERY GENEROUS 

AMOUNT. 


YOU 
7 WANT ME 
TO LAUNDER 
MONEY FOR 
YOU? 


I WANT 
YOU AND YOUR 
PARTNERS TO SAVE 
YOUR BUSINESS. 
NOTHING 
MORE. 


THE MEN 
I DEAL WITH 
y ENJOY THEIR 
ANONYMITY. FROM 
TIME TO TIME WE 
NEED OTHERS 
TO FACILITATE 


THEN 
WHY NOT DO ¥ 
IT YOUR- 


NEEDS. 


SOME OF THEIR 


IN THIS CASE 
THEY HAVE A DRIVING 
HUNGER TO SEND A 

MESSAGE TO THE 


\ RAMUS TECHNOLOGY 


CORPORATION. 





THEIR 


LOCAL CONTACT 


HERE IS SOME 
FINANCIAL 
MADMAN! 


RAMUS!/? 

ARE YOU INSANE? 
THAT MAN AND HIS 
LAWYERS EAT PEOPLE 
ALIVE! THEY'VE SUED 
GOVERNMENTS INTO 
OBLIVION ACROSS 
THE GLOBE. 


JIMMY! TELL 
THE GUYS I’M \ 
WALKING AWAY FROM 
THE BOSNIAN DEAL. 
IT’S DEAD! T’LL Z 
EXPLAIN IT ALL AT 


I’M NOT 


SCREWING \suutss 


WITH BIG 
DOGS LIKE 
THAT! 


MOMMY? 
THE DUCKIES? 
WHY ARE THEY 
ALL FLOATING 

LIKE THAT? 





FOR A DAY AND A HALF, EARL HAS 
SPENT TIME TAILING AL SIMMONS. 


KEEPING HIS DISTANCE, WHILE USING 
EVERY TRICK HE LEARNED FROM 
THE MILITARY AND THE STREETS. 





AND WHEN AL DISAPPEARED 
ONTO A ROOFTOP HE KNEW WHAT THE 
SOMETHING WAS GEARING UP. 


WHEN THE SCOPE REFOCUSES, 
EARL IS GREETED BY A BLACK- 
CLAD SPECTER THAT APPEARS TO 

BE STARING BACK AT HIM. 


IDLY WONDERS 
HOW HE COULD 


| HAVE MISSED THAT 


AL_ MAY SOMEHOW 
BE DIFFERENT. 


SECONDS LATER AL 
| DISAPPEARS AGAIN ON TOP 
OF A BUILDING RUN BY SOME 
MID-LEVEL DRUG GANG. 


AFTER THE DOCK 
INCIDENT, EARL CAN ONLY 
GUESS WHAT'S ABOUT 
TO HAPPEN. 


oat ii 





DIRTY MONEY. 


me-| LORDING OVER VICTIMS OF 
: THESE CORRUPT VICES. 


AUS HAD IT WITH 
ALL OF THEM. 








WITH THE DOORS TO 
HEAVEN AND HELL 
FINALLY LOCKED HIS 
‘PLAN’ IS NOW IN FULL 
FORCE. 


AND THERE’LL BE 
NO MERCY FROM 
ITS PATH. 





THOSE PROTECTING THEIR 
INTERESTS BELIEVE FEAR AND 
POWER IS THE BEST WAY TO MEET 
THIS BLACK CLAD INTRUDER. 
“LET'S SEE HIM STARE DOWN A 
SHOTGUN BARREL” THEY THINK. 





INSTEAD... AL CLEARS MOST 
|) = =OF THE ROOM IN THREE 
| POINT SEVEN SECONDS. 


|| BUT LAST ONE STANDING 
HE’S... JUST A CHILD. IT 
CAUSES AL TO HESITATE 

A FRACTION. 








HE’S GOT DOZENS OF 
QUESTIONS BURSTING 
TO GET OUT, BUT EARL 
KNOWS THAT SURVIVAL 
TAKE PRECEDENCE AT 
MOMENTS LIKE THIS. 


I) 


THE HELL 
YOU ARE! 
BUT WE'VE GOT 
TO GET OUT 


THEY’LL 
COME 
LOOKING 
FOR YOU. 











M STILL 


THINKING. THEN WHY 


FOLLOW ME? IF 
YOU WERE DONE, 
YOU'D BE DONE, CALL IT 
NOT DRAGGING ME [A FAVOR. 
BACK HERE TO 
YOU STILL SV‘ PATCH ME UP. 
HAVEN'T S 
GIVEN ME AN 
ANSWER. 
















I GET THAT. 
YOU HAVE MY 
THANKS AGAIN. BUT 
IF YOU'RE NOT 
GOING TO COMMIT 
TO THIS THEN I 
NEED YOU TO DO 
ME A FAVOR. 


FUNNY. 
THOUGHT YOU 
WERE GOING TO 
SAY “HEY, EARL, 
THANKS FOR SAVING 
MY ASS OUT THERE, 
I APPRECIATE IT, 

~ UDE.” 





I DON’T Y DISTRACTION? 
NEED THE W. YOU'RE THE ONE 
DISTRAC- RUNNING AROUND IN YOUR 

TION. BLACK PAJAMAS. 


WHATEVER IT 
IS I DON’T GET IT. 
NONE OF IT. YOU'VE 
GOT MONEY. HARDCORE 
MILITARY WEAPONS AND 
A BUNCH OF SECRETS 
I’M SURE YOU CAN'T 
TELL ME. SO HOW YOU 
CALLING ME THE 
DISTRACTION? 














I’M NOT TRYING 
TO TALK YOU INTO 
ANYTHING YOU'RE NOT 
COMFORTABLE WITH. 
I JUST NEED TO KNOW 
WHO I CAN AND 
CAN'T TRUST. 







AND 
YOU THINK I 
CAN HELP 
YOU? 











I'M 
SKEPTICAL. 
BUT IF I 
WASN'T... 
WHAT DO YOU 
FIGURE THAT 
WOULD \ 
INVOLVE? / MORE 
THAN 
ANYTHING 
ELSE... ; 4 
TRUSTING ; 


- 


ME. 
THE 
MONEY-- / 
WHERE'S iY 


THAT COMING 
FROM? / 

















I TOLD \ 
YOU IT’S 
CLEAN. / 














OXYGEN. I 
NEED YOU TO 
ADJUST IT 
AGAIN. 


JUST... 
TRYING TO 
FIGURE 
SOMETHING 
OUT. 


YOU'VE r a \ 
GOT THAT LOOK : IF YOU’RE 
ON YOUR FACE, , : Fy LOOKING FOR 
SON. WHAT'S ! AN EASY SOLUTION. ¥ 
WRONG? y A THOSE DON’T EXIST. ¥ 
y/ Wu) yy DOING RIGHT DON’T 
j COME EASY. BUT 
YOU'RE MY BOY-- 
AND_YOU AND ME. 
WE WAS BUILT 


> STRONG. 


DON’T YOU 


LET LIFE GET 
THE BETTER 


THAT AND IT KILLED HIM IN THE 
LONG RUN. SO, IF WHAT YOU'RE GOING 
THROUGH RIGHT NOW SEEM OVER- 
WHELMING--FEELS LIKE IT'S GOING TO 
CONSUME YOU=-THEN IT MUST 
BE SOMETHING BIG. SOME- 
THING IMPORTANT. 

BUT I RAISED YOU ge cone 
© 2COUGHE 2COUGHE... Berea 
I RAISED YOU TO KNOW THE == 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RIGHT EZ ; 
AND WRONG. SO STOP THINKING = ea 
SO MUCH, YOU'RE HEART 
ALREADY HAS THE 
ANSWER FOR YOU. 





THAT WOMAN IN THERE-- 
DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 

SHIT SHE’S ENDURED? HOW MANY 

YEARS SHE SACRIFICED HERSELF FOR 
HER FAMILY? AND WHAT DID IT GET HER? 
NOTHING/ ABSOLUTELY NOTHING! 
BUT NOT ONCE, I CAN’T REMEMBER 
A SINGLE TIME, SHE EVER FELT NOW LOOK 


RRY FOR HERSELF. AT HER. SHE’S 
es o . BARELY ABLE TO Bea 


BREATHE. 


YOU HAVE 
ANY IDEA HOW 
MUCH OXYGEN 

COSTS? 


/ 


MORE 
THAN I'VE 
GOT. WAY 

MORE. 


ALL RIGHT. 

I’M IN. I’LL JOIN 
YOU-- FOR NOW. BUT 
I AIN'T WEARING NO. 

SILLY COSTUME. 


GOOD. 
‘CAUSE I'VE 
ONLY GOT ONE. AND 
I PROMISE, YOU 
WON'T BE SORRY 
YOU MADE THIS 
DECISION. 


WELCOME 
ABOARD 
PARTNER. 


EVERY- 


THING OKAY 


WITH YOUR 
MOM? 





MR. FITZGERALD 
RECENTLY LISTED YOU AS 
FAMILY, MR. SMITH, SO YOU HAVE 
FULL VISITATION RIGHTS. WHICH 
ALLOWS YOU TO COME ANYTIME 
YOU WISH EXCEPT BETWEEN 
THE HOURS OF MIDNIGHT 
AND SEVEN A.M. 











































































































THANK YOU. 
I HAVEN'T BEEN 
TO GET IN TOUCH WITH 
MR. FITZGERALD-- 
HAVE YOU HEARD FROM 
HIM TODAY? 


KNOWS 
YOU'RE HERE. 
T’LL BUZZ 

THROUGH. 


Y 
YOU CAN LET 


YOURSELF 
IN. 


WANTED 
TO COME BY. SEE 
: HOW YOU'RE 
= DOING. AND JUST 
SAY HI. 





YOUR DAY-- 
HOW WAS IT? 
DO ANYTHING 
INTERESTING? 


LOOK. I’M J 
REALLY NOT VERY 
GOOD AT THIS, CYAN. 
DON’T REALLY KNOW 
WHAT TO SAY. 


DAD 
HASN’T COME 
TO SEE ME. 








THEY 
DON’T LET US 
DO INTERESTING 
THINGS HERE. 


THAT'S TOO 
BAD. PROBABLY 
HAVE THEIR SILLY 
REASONS 
FOR THAT. SO... 


YOU WANT 
ME TO DO 
SOMETHING? 


THIS IS THE 
SECOND TIME 
YOU'VE ASKED 
ME TO DO THAT. 
fd 











I’VE BEEN 
WAITING 





SO IT’S 
EASIER TO 
SEE YOU 


“IT'S TIME FOR 





Ul arenciong 


>= 
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TO BE CONTINUED 





MONTHLY CONTEST 


WIN a 10 minute Skype call with Todd 
McFarlane and some COOL McFarlane toys 
and comics! 


Each month readers will be giving a secret 
code word available ONLY in Spawning 
Ground. 

Enter that code word HERE: 
mcfarlane.com/spawningground 
for your chance to win awesome prizes! 


Spawn 269 Code Word: Happyspawnyear 


Winners will be notified by email two weeks 
after the release of the comic. 


Good Luck! 
Thank you all for being loyal fans of Spawn! 


Shannon Bailey 
Publishing Coordinator 


PO. Box 12230 
Tempe, AZ 85284-0038 


twittencom/Todd_ McFarlane 
Facebook.comiliketoddmcfarlane 





NEXT ISSUE 
Spawn dives into the seedy underbelly 
of the drug world. 





Q . ~ * 
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SPAWN: 
SATAN SAGA WARS 


Joining our hero on a quest into the bowels of hell, Spawn 
must clash with endless hordes of demons in hopes to save 
the souls of his beloved Wanda, and their unborn child. 


Witness the final destiny of Spawn’s cherished love unfold, 
as deals are struck and fates are assigned. 


Featuring the kinetic art and imaginative story-telling 
of Image Comics founders Todd McFarlane (Spawn, Spi- 
der-Man, The Incredible Hulk) and Erik Larsen (Savage 
Dragon, Spider-Man), this is one collection you don’t want 
to miss! 


IN STORES NOW 


Check your local comic dealer or bookstore or call 1-888-COMIC-BOOK to find the comic book shop near you. 


Spawn, its logo and its symbol are registered trademarks ©2016 Todd McFarlane Productions, Inc. All other related characters are TM and ©2016 Todd McFarlane Productions, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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